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this passage for some distance, with one or two quite low sections, the stream is again met, flowing down a 
jagged trench from the top (left) edge of the bedding, and into small fissures at the bottom. 

The top of the bedding here again seems to be a thin band of igneous rock, forming the lip of the 
3 ft. waterfall down which the stream enters. The stream inlet itself was too low to pass, but in August 
1973 some digging and hammering here allowed access to some 60 ft. of further passage, a narrow crawl into 
a small !>quare chamber, and then a tight section to a second chamber and junction, to t he left a slope up 
into a dry chamber, to the right a choke, and straight ahead a choke where the stream enters. 

Just beyond the stream inlet, the floor of the main passage steps up 3 ft. and the passage then 
narrows and ascend more steeply as a narrow chute. This rises into a chamber, developed in igneous rock, 
and rather loose and shattered, about 4 ft. high. Beyond is a short crawl through loose boulders to the 
upper t'lllr.mce. opened out in 1973. 

The upper entrance is located on the surface in a shallow shakehole, about 120 ft. due east of, and 
35-40 ft. above the lower entrance. Both entrances appear to be associated with dykes, which can be traced 
on the surface, and appear to control the directions of the cave passages. A surface survey of these dykes 
was made, but it did not tie in with the cave survey - this could well be due to the magnetic nature of the 
dyke rock affecting the compass. 

Throughout the cave the limestone is studded with very sharp siliceous projections, which have a 
very destructive effect on caving gear, and on cavers themselves, hence the name "The Cave of Knives". 
The cave was surveyed to CRG Grade 5C, with the exception of the inlet opened up in 1973. Total length 
of passage is c.350 ft. (270 ft. surveyed) . 

Following the Alit nan Leac upstream. above the gorge, the valley widens, and develops a much 
more level floor, for the better part of a mile. Near the commencement of this section, a small tributary 
enters from the north, and can be followed across the marshy valley floor to its source, a rising from a pool 
at the foot of a wall of igneous rock. This is the resurgence of the stream seen in Beinn an Dubhaich Cave, 
the main entrance of which lies c. lOa ft. away further eastwards and c.35 ft. higher up the valley side. 
(C) Beinn an Dubhaich Cave (Fig.4) 

This system has two entrances, c.l00 ft. apart. the 'Main Entrance', an open pothole with a tree 
growin\l in it, and the more obvious Sink Entrance further east, where a reasonable sized stream, flowing off 
Beinn an Dubhaich passes underground, on flowing off the granite onto the Limestone. 

At this sink, the cave is entered by a !>queeze through a boulder ruckle, opening into the top of 
another inclined bedding, down which the stream cascades. Descend;ng this, the way on is to the right, into 
a small chamber, where the stream sinks in a choked bedding under one wall. On the right, a 1 ft. high 
crawl emerges after a few feet under the wall of a roomy chamber, about 15 ft. square and 6 ft. high, with 
on the right another inclined bedding running up to a choke under a surface shakehole, and similar to that 
seen below the sink entrance. Both these incfined bedding caves have granite floors - weathering to give 
rise to the red mud found in the cave - and limestone roofs. 

Entering this chamber, on the left are two small passages, and on the far (west) side of the 
chamber a th ird low passage. The right hand of the two passages on the left ends immediately in a choke. 
With a descent which until September 1971 ended in another boulder choke, through which the stream 
could be heard. 

This choke was easily deared and a way opened into a small chamber across which the stream 
flowed, from a choked bedding under the left wall and into a low descending bedding under the right hand 
wall. This was followed - in the wet conditions at the time of the first exploration, quite a sporting 
procedure - through a low section for a few feet, until the passage emerged in the rQof of quite an 
impressive chamber with wall s of steeply dipping limestone metamorphosed to marble along its contact with 
the granIte. At the foot of the easily descended 10 ft. waterfall dropping to the chamber floor, the stream 
disappears into an impenetrab ly low bedding under the south wall. On the right is a passage immediately 
spl itt ing into two. The right fork is a choked bedding running up very steeply and probably choked under 
the floor of the chamber above, and the left fork closes down to a very tight wet crawl which was not 
'pushed' - it may well be choked after 10 ft. or so. The rising for the cave is still c.l 50 ft. from this point 
and it had been hoped that passable cave might extend for much of this distance. However, the total length 
of this extension only approaches 50 ft . 

Returning to the chamber above. the low crawl on its west side continues, rapidly gaining height 
and daylight can be seen ahead from the Main Entrance. On the right a low opening drops into a muddy 
chamber and yet another of the bedding planes slanting up steeply northwards on a granite floor. 

The main passage, now 7 ft. high, leads up to the Main Entrance, formed possibly by the collapse 
of a section of cave roof (although it might have been a sinkhole at some remote time), a square shaft 
c. 10 ft. deep and easilv descended by scrambling down the branches of the tree which grows in it. The 
south wall of the shaft is formed by igneous rock, running in a band parallel with the valley side. 

On the west side of the open shaft the cave cont inues, down the far side of the boulder pile which 
occupies the base of the shaft, into an 8 ft. high passage again. After 30 ft. a deep trench in the floor 
suddenly develops, giving the passage a 'T'·shaped cross·section. The most convenient route to follow is 
along the wider section at roof level, since the trench, 12 ft . below, is very narrow. 

The traverse is easy for 50 ft . to a small chamber developed at roof level. The upper and lower 
routes diverge briefly here. The trench becomes extremely t ight and the wider upper section narrows to a 
rift, and descends two 6 ft . drops, the lower over a stalagm ite flow, to rejoin the lower route, which widens 
again. Th is passage, with deep mud on the floor, then swings left and enters the Terminal Chamber, with 
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2 h. of static water, the roof height dropping from 20 ft. where the two routes converge, to 8 ft . On t he 
left of the chamber a small triangle of airspace continues above wa ter level, t he water deepeni ng to 4 ft. on 
that side of the chamber. This airspace does not seem of usable size, and no fu rther exp loration was 
attempted. The ris ing pool is about 75 ft. away to the south of this point. 

The cave, and in panicular the relationship of its passages to the granite/limestone boundary, was 
described by Whitehead 0965) and also, in less detail, by Webb (1967). The for mer account incl udes a 
CRG Grade 2·3 survey, which does not tally in some respects with the M.S.G. survey, and also makes no 
mention of the apparent dyke which forms the south wall of the Main Entrance shaft, o r o f t he si milar 
parallel Igneous band from which the stream rises. 

Continuing along the north side of the Alit nan Leac valley, eastwards fro m Beinn an Oubhaich 
cave, after about 150 yards a small cave entrance (0) behind a bush is found. A descend ing 3 ft. high 
passage leads for 25 ft. to a squeeze over a mudbank Into a choked 10 tt. high aven, with no real prospect 
of further extension. This oddment of cave does not appear to be connected wit h any active or fossil sink, 
being some distance south of the granitellimestone boundary. 

100 yards or so funher eastward, and a little further up the hillside, is a q uite impressive o pen ritt 
c .15 h deep (E), choked at the bottom (a possible dig), again unconnected wit h any stream sink . Cont inu ing 
up the valley, at the same level, the next feature of interest is a row of four sha keholes running d iagonally 
down the valley side from north east to south west. The highest of these is a weI weather sin k, t he removal 
of a few boulders in the bottom of the sinkhole exposing an open hole, the entrance to what is apparent ly 
the cave explored by Northern Pennine Club members (Smith 1968). This was named -
(F) Uamh Craobh S heileach (Willowtree Cave) 

A descent of 6 ft. through the boulders in the shakehole opens mto a triangular chamber c. 10 ft . 
long, with at its end a tight squeeze onto another drop of c.12 ft. (easily climbed). At the foot of t his a 
narrow passage of walking height swings right and gently descends, to suddenly end in a blank wall wit h a 
tinY gravel c;:hoked bedding cave at its floor. Total length was c.70 ft. and depth c.30 ft. 

In the lowest of the line of shakes running down from Uamh Craobh Sheileach IS a small entrance, 
leading to a 20 ft. drop amidst boulder ruckle. A way on into a more solid chamber could be seen but was 
not forced, since the whole ruckle seemed on the verge o f collapse. 

A further quarter of a mile up the valley, and at about the same level as this cave, a small strea m 
Sinks Into an impressive open pot -
(G) Uamh Sluic (Pit Cave) 

At the surface this takes the form of a rift perhaps 70 ft. long and 15 ft . side runni ng no rth west 
to south east. The overhanging north east wall of the hole is formed by the granite, the opposite wall by 
limestone metamorphosed to marble. The west end of the rift is easily climbed d own to a depth of c. 20 ft. 
below which the pot takes the form of a vertical shaft c. 10 ft. in d iameter and 20 ft. deep (a ladder is 
required). The walls are of vertically bedded marble, and d rop straight to a boul der floor where the st ream 
Sinks, without any indication of horizontal development, at a total depth of c.40 ft. The rising is nearby. 

The last of the sinks on the north side of the vallev is about 200 yards beyond Uamh Sl uic, and is 
shown on the 1 :25000 map (NG51). A small stream drops into quite a large sink hole, and sink.s in a choked 
Inclined rift. The rising is about 60 ft. lower down, at the foot of the valleyside. Between sink and risi ng is 
a large depression. where pan of the underground st ream course has apparently collapsed. At th e "upstream" 
end of this is the entrance to-
(H) Claon Uamh (Slant Cave) (Fig. 3) 

The entrance to this was choked when found, but cleared with a few minutes digging. The low 
entrance Itself appears to be formed in an igneous dyke, and immediately inside the passage enters limestone 
and enlarges. To the right IS a descending fissure to a sump pool, to the left an inclined ri tt rising nort hwards 
to a horizontal crawl for a few feel, dropping Into a larger passage. On the left here the main cave stream 
enters via a 3 ft. waterfall from a low bedding plane and promptly sinks in the floor. In wet conditions a 
second, smaller, stream flows from the main passage beyond this and drops into a narrow rift on the right 
a few feet beyond the choked main stream sink. This rift can be forced by sideways squeezing, down two 
3 ft drops. to a Wider section where the water disappears into a sump pool. 

The main passage continues for 15ft. or so, about 4 ft. wide and 3 ft. high passing a high ri ft on 
nght, which forks, both branches becoming too narrow within a few feet, and then opens into the base of 
the finallndined rift choked 20 ft. up with unstable boulders and soil. The survey proves this to be the 
same rift as seen in the sink, and only a few feet of boulders and soil can separate the cave from the surface 
- a 'top entrance' could probably be easily opened, if there was any need for one. The total length o f th is 
Interesting little cave is about 130ft. - the igneous intrusions in the limestone appear to have played an 
important role in its development . 

Between the "downstream" end of the collapse depression in wh ich the entrance to the cave is 
situated, and the actual resurgence at valley floor level, is a short section of cave, Lower Slant Cave, 
involving a squeeze down between boulders at its 'top entrance' and a short wet crawl to the resurgence. 
This section is some 25 ft. long. 

Above Claon Uamh the Alit nan Leac valley narrows, and Durness Li mestone is e xposed on the 
south side of the main stream as well as on the north. Where the valley narrows, a prominent cli ff develops 
on the nonh, and on a ledge half way up this is the entrance to -
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(J) Uamh Ci nn Ghlinn (Valley Head Cave) (Fig. 5) 
The entrance to this was dug out by an M.S.G. party at Easter 1971. A small hole at the foot of 

the cliff beside the actual rising, drops into a small "chamber" mostly occu pied by 3 h. of water and a large 
boulder. A duck alongside the boulder leads into a low arched passage running parallel with the cliff 'up­
valley', with about a foot of airspace above deep clear greenish water. This forks - the left branch has very 
little airspace, and the right branch is a crawl over some boulders, with chinks of daylight entering from the 
cliff face. The two branches rejoin, and a junction is reached. To the right the passage end immediate ly and 
straight ahead is a boulder choke after 15 ft. The left passage lowers to a narrow duck. but running water is 
audible ahead here and beyond the duck the passage suddenly opens into a chamber. 

The main wayan here is to the right through a 15 ft. wide chamber wit h scattered boulders and the 
stream flowing across a gravel floor. This chamber closes after 30 ft. to a canal. The height of this varies 
between 2 h. and 6 ft. with deepening water and ending after some near ducks in a final constricted su mp. 
60 h. from the chamber. 

Returning to the point at which the initial wet crawl opens up into the larger chamber, on the left 
a low passage up a sandy slope suddenly opens into an impressive chamber - Chantry Chamber - roughly 
circular in plan, 15 ft. high and 20 ft. in diameter, with some flowstone decorations on the walls. Nine feet 
up the wall a 4 ft. high passage enters - this ends after 20 ft. in a boulder choke. The main way out of the 
chamber is on the left and is an impressive section of passage 20 ft. high and 6 ft. wide, swinging right and 
rising quite steeply to come to a sudden and disappointing end in a blank wall and a small choked aven. 

Total length of Uamh Cinn Ghlinn proved to be about 270 feet. 
Continuing up the dry valley, the sink for Uamh Cinn Ghlinn is found after 300 yards, where a sma ll 

stream meandering from the shallow upper part of the Alit nan Leac valley sinks in a shallow sinkhole 
amongst some bushes. In 1971 a little abortive digging was carried out here by M.S.G. The U.C.L-S.S. 
party visiting the area in 1972 found a cave entrance 50 ft. down valley of the sink by the simple expedient 
of hearing running water and pulling away the peat cover, exposing the top of a 15 ft. shaft which can be 
climbed to -
(K) Uamh Ceann Mullach A'Chlinne (Upper Valley Head Cave) (Fig.5) 

The entrance shaft, apparently associated, as so often, with an igneous dyke, drops into a small 
stream passage here 4 ft. high and 2 ft. wide. Upstream the passage widens and lowers, to an easy crawl. 
ending in a narrow and unpleasant duck and 6 ft. climb up to a second entrance. dug out by U.C.L.5.S., in 
a not·at·all·obvious place in the side of the sink depression. 

Downstream from the main entrance shaft, the streamway continues for c.70 ft., generally being of 
narrow 'stooping' size, before suddenly closing down to a pool with an airspace of only 2 inches - this does 
draught, and could perhaps be forced. A few feet before this is a hole in the roof leading up into a high 
level passage. In an 'upstream' direction this continues for c.30 h. running directly over the stream passage 
below, which it communicates with via one or two small holes, too narrow to pass. In the opposite d irection 
the high level route leads through some low sections, over very sharp and jagged rock, finally ending after 
40 ft. in a section too narrow to pass and rather constricted as regards digging prospects, where the stream 
can be heard ahead again. The potential of this site is considerable - some length of streamway must 
remain to be explored before the upstream sump of Uamh Cinn Ghlinn is reached, and there remains 
something in the region of 40 ft. vertically to drop before the level of that sump is reached. 

Total length of Uamh Ceann Mullach A'Chlinne (surveyed by M.S.G. in 1973) is 220 ft., and depth 
from entrance to downstream sump 21 ft. 

The upper Alit nan Leac valley is shallow and flat floored and continues to follow the southern 
boundary of the limestone outcrop. The stream which sinks at Uamh Ceann Mullach A'Chlinne, which can 
be regarded as the uppermost part of the Alit nan Leac, rises from small marshy springs after a few hundred 
yards, but the valley continues. Another small stream is met, picking up from indeterminate sources and 
flowing westward along the valley for a short distance before turning northward and dropping away from the 
'high level' vaJley through a small limestone gorge On which there are some small sinks and risings but little 
prospect of caves more than a few feet long). The last cave which can be regarded as a member of the Alit 
nan Leac group (and this as more a matter of convenience than of geographical accuracy) is found about 
¥.r. mite from Uamh Ceann Mullach A'Chlinne, some 200 yardsto'the south of the centre of the valley, in an 
area of small shakes taking drainage from slightly higher ground to the south. The entrance can be located 
by a solitary tree which grows beside it. This cave is -
(L) Poll an Neach Di.chuimhnichte (Pit of the Forgotten One) 

In this case the length of name threatens to exceed that of cave. In the shakehole in which the 
solitary tree grows are two small entrances, the larger with some loose boulders which unite in a vertical 
fluted shaft dropping about 20 ft. into a smaJi chamber, with no horizontal development. A rope is useful 
for the descent. The naming of this smaJi pot demands some explanation - the entrance was located by 
Alan Riles of M.S.G. on a surface walk and he also noticed what he described as "gnashing" noises issuing 
from the hole. This prompted some degree of trepidation when the hole was returned to - the easiest 
approach is by walking from Kilchrist over the limestone ridge and Loch Lonachan - three days later. 
Noises were again heard, and Alan, descending, found an almost fully grown sheep at the bottom (occupying 
most of the small chamber). This, despite its enforced sojourn for an unknown period in the hole, seemed 
unhurt and was rescued, with great effort, after tying It up in a boilenuit and dragging it up the shaft, which 
in places seemed rather narrower than the sheep. Hence the name. 
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The Coille Gaireallach Area 
The order in which the known caves in the Coille Gaireallach woods are described is as follows -

the majoritY of the caves are situated towards the south side of the main woodland area, where this joins an 
area of treeless hillside developed on the granite, These caves are described working from west to east, and 
where a group of caves follow a stream course downhill (northward) through the woods, in an order pro­
ceeding downhill from the nearest cave at the granite limestone boundary. Both M.S.G. and G.S.G. have 
carried out rough surveys of the whole area. The G.S.G. account allots a letter to each stream course, from 
west to east. and a number to each cave, proceeding downhill, on that course. But sections of the stream 
course in the lower part of the woods are difficult to relate to sinks on the qranitellimestone boundary. 
Where a site has been allotted a code in this account, however. this is included. 
(11 Twisted Cave 

A small sink at the granite/limestone contact, a short distance to the east of the most prominent 
valley at this end of the woods (which has various sinks and risings, but nothing penetrable). The stream 
sinks into a small hole with an impassably tight passage leading off. through which can be seen daylight 
from a second hole. From this one may proceed downstream by crawling round a large boulder into a tight 
twisting rift passage. Passing the boulder, one drops six feet to floor level and proceeds along a rift only 
Wide enough to be passable, and that by awkward crawling, at floor level. After about 15 ft. of low crawl a 
tight bend to the left is encountered, too low to pass. The passage does appear to sump a few feet 
round the corner, but a clear view cannot be obtained and this may not be the case. The total length of 
accessible cave is about 25 ft. 
(2) Poli lftri n (Hell Hole) (Fig. 6) 

This is found by following the edge of the wood from Twisted Cave, eastwards and somewhat 
downhill for a little over 200 yards. The actual stream sink is impenetrable (although a slit beside it drops 
into a short section of cave). the entrance being a few yards away westw3rds, in a 12 ft. deep Pit at the 
granite/limestone contact. The cave was first entered at Easter 1973 by G.S.G. members, whose exploration 
was halted at a tight section (The Chip) about 200 ft. in. A few days later. a M.S.G. part "found" the cave 
and explored as far as the same obstacle, initially naming the cave Uamh an T·Shelf (Shelf Cave, from the 
rock shelves in the first chamber). In July the G.S.G. returned and after a little work. managed to pass the 
constriction, finding the middle entrance, and then continuing downstream to find the stream passage 
accessible for the whole of Its subterranean course, to the rising. 

The cave entrance takes the form of an open pit, easily climced down, from which a muddy slope 
drops into a low chamber. To the right the stream enters from an impassably low bedding and drops about 
4 ft. into a trench between shelvi ng areas of chamber floor ~these only persist for a few feet, so it IS pointl ess 
to attempt to evade the inevitable crawl in the stream). The streamway, a little too narrow to permit easy 
hands·and·knees crawling, continues for 40 ft. or so to a sharp bend right and a low squeeze in the stream, 
lin ox·bow on the right 3 ft. above the stream providing lin alternative. but even tighter, route. Beyond this 
the stream passage continues as an easier crawl, to another tight section, beyond which a series of small 
cascades totalling 5 feet in all leads to a slight widening of the passage, decorated by some formations 
(Torture Chamber). Another 3 ft. cascade leads to a narrow section where G.S.G. hammered away chert 
projections. 30 ft. or so of narrow passage lead to a hole out to daylight in the roof, which was widened to 
provide the Middle Entrance. The ureamway continues, of walking size, for 20 ft. to a 3 ft. waterfall into a 
small chamber largely occupied by a pool {The Meeting Housel. From here the streamway lowers to a wet 
crawl, probably impassable in wet conditions with two ducks, and remains low and wet to the bedding 
plane resurgence. This is mown as (3) on the area map. 

Total length of the cave is around 400 ft and the depth 45 ft. The G.S.G. only claim C, R,G. Grade 
1 for their survey, reproduced here, since they found til,g~ compass errors due to an area of strong magnetic 
flux. There are few extensive dosed circuits in Skye cave surveys and other anomalies may exist which has 
so far escaped detection. 
(4) Poll Eidheann (lvybush Hole) {Fig. 7) 

The resurgence of Poll Iffrin is on the east bank of a surface stream, fed by small risings out of grass 
and mud a mort distance further upstream. Downstream of this resurgence, after a few yards the water 
sinks in an obvious sinkhole with an ivy bush - this is Poll Eidheann, explored in 1973 by G.S.G. members. 
An awkward and tight descent through boulder ruckle, which, however, appears quite stable. leads into a 
small chamber with two routes on, the lower, to the right. taking the stream. The left passage forms a dry 
ox·bow, rejOining the stream after 20 ft, and a wet crawl leads to a second small chamber where the stream 
Sinks in a low passage to the right. Straight ahead is II dry passage ending too tight after 7 ft .• although 
running water is audible beyond the constriction, which might be passable with digging. Total length of 
the cave is around 75 ft. 

Continuing downhill from, and to the east of. Poll Eidheann, an area of granite surrounded by 
limestone, obvious as a large boggy clearing in the woods, is found, At the lower edge of this dearing and 
near its north west corner, is a small cave ~5), in an obvious shakehole. 15 ft. of small and narrow passage 
connect its two entrances. 30 yards or so further to the north east is the entrance to -
(6) Ullmh Sgoilte ~Slit Cave) (Fig.7) 

The entrance to this is an obvious slit 12 ft. long and 2 ft. wide ~thus giving the name, which was 
arrived at Independently by both G,5.G, and M,S,G.I At the west end of the rift a small stream entets from 
a small passage just below the surface - this can be followed for 15 ft. to a choke where faint daylight is 
visible. The stream drops about 12 ft. into the rift (easily scrambled down) and flows into a downstream 
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CA YES OF SKYE 

1 . Camas Malag Cave - the duck near 
the lower entrance to the Upper 
Cave , looking downstream . 

2 . Camas Malag Cave 

_ the Upper Entrance sinkhole . 

3 . Beinn an Dubhaich Cave - the 
Sink Entrance looking west 
towards Loch Slapin . 



5 . Uamh an Ard Achadh -
looking upstream . 

~.\ 

4. Beinn an Dubhaich Cave -
roof' traverse . 

CAVES OF SKYE 

6 . Uamh an Ard Achadh -
looking downstream . 



7 . Claon Uamh - the entrance . 

8 . Claon Uamh - the slanting ri~t 

9 . Claon Uamh - the main passage looking upstream . 



passage passable by hands·and·knees crawling. After 25 ft. the floor drops 6 ft. into a narrow trench, and an 
easy traverse is necessitated, dropping to rejoin the stream at a double bend to the left, beyond which the 
passage shuts down to a low crawl and sumps within a few feet. 

Total length of the cave, including the short upstream passage is about 85 ft. The cave stream 
probably feeds an impenetrable rising further down the hillside. 

Returning to the major granite/1imestone boundary on which Poll Iff Tin is situated , and continuing 
eastward, several small impenetrable sinks are passed, before a group of open sinks is reached , around Uamh 
an T·Sill. The first sink reached (7) has a reasonable sized entrance which immediately shuts down to a tight 
crawl, becoming too constricted after c.15 ft. However, by walking due north for about 80 ft. down the 
hillside into the woods, an obvious depression is found where the stream rises and sinks again. This is -
(8) Uamh Coile (Cave of the Woods) (Fig. 8) 

The upstream passage from the entrance depression can be entered and followed, at first as a hands· 
and ·knees crawl, but lowering, for c.30 ft. to where it turns sharp left and becomes too low - although a 
little digging in the floor would allow further progress. This point is little more than 30 ft. from the 
constriction in the sink (7). but this is of more formidable nature, and a through·trip would necessitate 
considerable work. 

The downstream passage from the entrance depression is Uamh Coile proper. This was first explored, 
and surveyed, by U.C.l.S.S. in 1972. After an initial scramble through boulders a steeply descending 3 ft. 
high passage leads to a tight S·bend, deared of stones and debris on the first exploration and into a more 
roomy chamber, where the stream sinks in the floor. Beyond is a low crawl, also needing digging when 
first explored, running sharp left and rejoi ning the stream. The stream passage then becomes a high and 
narrow rift, with some sharp bends, and in places constrictions at stream level forcing a traverse in the roof. 
This, after a short crawl, suddenly drops, via a 10 ft. waterfall, into a roomy chamber 10 ft. wide, 20 ft. 
long and 15 ft. high. This suddenly closed to a low crawl - some digging here by G.S.G. enabled a little 
further progress to a right hand bend, and then 10 ft. of crawl to a left hand bend, the passage beyond being 
too low, and showing signs of recent sumping. Total length of the cave is about 250 ft. 

Returning to the initial ~ink for Uamh Coile, (7), a few feet further east is an obvious stream sink, 
the Main Entrance of -
(9 ) Uamh an T -Sill (Cave of the Seed) (Fig. B) 

There is an apparent confusion of names in the case of this cave - apparently the Gaelic can 
equally well be translated as Cave of the Seed, or Cave of the Fairies - local enquiry suggested that the 
former was correct, the name being derived from a time when local farmers used to store grain in the cave to 
conceal it when the landowner came to take his due. G.S.G. members found human remains (Skull Chamber) 
and consequently renamed the hole 'Skeleton Cave'. 

Two sinks near the granitellimestone contact feed into the cave, the Main Entrance, and, a few 
yards further east, and nearer the actual geological boundary, the South Entrance . 

The Main Entrance is·a large depression, with on its north side the opening dropping into the cave 
proper and on the east a smaller opening. This drops into a small passage, to the left communicating with 
the main cave a few feet inside the Main Entrance, and to the right, beyond a small sink in the floor, an 
upstream passage. This is at first an easy crawl, to a right hand bend, and then to a very acute and tight 
left hand bend, before emerging in the smaller depression of the South Entrance. 

From the Main Entrance a short section of roomy boulder strewn passage drops steeply to the base 
of an impressive open pot, 15 ft. square and 20 ft. deep. Two passages lead on from this. On the north side 
a narrow tube drops very steeply to open into a small chamber with a striking sump pool occupying all the 
floor - this appears to be of considerable depth, but was plumbed to a mere 10ft. By stepping across the 
pool, access can be gained to a small winding passage which rise!> to a constriction which allow!> a view into 
the small chamber where the human remains were found - Skull Chamber. 

Returning to the open pot, on the right (east) is a large passage, which after a few feet (and passing 
on the left the entrance, via a 10 ft. drop, into Skull Chamber, and on the right a tight descending tube too 
narrow after 6 ft. rises steeply to a short crawl into a 4 ft. high passage, running for c.30 ft. to a slope up to 
daylight, the East Entrance. 

Total length of Uamh an T·Sill is about 2pD ft., depth 32 ft. The most likely rising can be found 
by proceedin g downhill and slightly east to a grassy rising with a few feet away a hole beneath the trunk of 
a large tree allowing access to 10 ft. of upstream passage, ending in a sump. (1 0 ). 

Following downstream from this small cave, the resurgent stream sinks again into impenetrable 
boulders. Traversing eastward along the h illside, a more obvious stream is found, commencing at another 
impenetrable riSing. This flows down to an obvious sink (11 ), where the water falls 4 ft . into a hands·and· 
knees crawl which can be followed northwards for 28 ft. to a sump. A dry gully continues for some 
distance beyond the sink, with near its end a tight dry shaft (12), which was not descended. 

Returning to the granite/limestone boundary above Uamh an T·Sill, and continuing eastward 
towards the obvious "corner in the woods", three sinks are pa:w;ed. The first of these (13) , is a large 10 ft. 
deep open pot, easily scrambled down, from which a steeply descending passage, roomy at first, leads off, 
to suddenly end after c.25 ft. at a depth of c. 25 ft. The next sink (14) is another 10 ft. deep pot, dropping 
to an impenetrably tight bedding, and the third (15), a hole right on the geolog ical boundary, a 25 ft. 
deep hole with no passages. 

From the "corner of the woods" one can traverse along the hillside into the woodland, for a short 
distance, umil a gullv is found. In this a small stream sinks at -
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(16) Uamh Siaodach (Awkward Cave) 
This merely consists of c.20 ft . of low, awkward and t ight passage, ending too low. 
Continuing eastward through the wood, two much larger gullies, or small valleys are found , 

descending the hillside from the edge of the granite, at the top of the woods, and un iting to form one stream 
course. The caves in these gull ies are numbered from the head of the gully downhill, taking the western 
gully first, which continues downhill of its confluence with the eastern. 

Caves in t he Western Gully 
At the head of the gully the small stream sinks, below a 15 It. waterfall, in its bed , and resurges a 

short d istance downhill, through boulders. It then fl ows on the surface for some distance before sinking in 
its bed a9ain, a fflW fest from an open entrance (17) giving access to the stream way. A narrow walking·sized 
passage continues for c.40 ft. to a hole in the roof, where exit can be made. Following the stream for a 
further 20 ft. through a hands·and·knees crawl, lead s to the resurgence (18). 

The strea m, below (18), flows on the surface fo r a few feet before sinking into impenetrable 
fissures. A few yards furth er down the gully is an obvious open mossy hole 6 ft. deep, only a few feet from 
the side of a small surface stream - this is the water from the caves in the eastern gully, at the foot of that 
gully (the two gullies joining here) rising from an impenetrable resurgence, to then pursue a predominantly 
surface course for some distance, in the same small valley as several cave entrances connecting with the 
stream from the western gully , which remains predomi nantly subterranean. 

The open hole beside the stream (19), gives access to the subterranean west gully stream again. 
Upstream is too tight, but downstream, although low at first, develops into a stooping size passage for 
c.80 ft . before openi ng to dayl ight again at (20). 

The western stream then pursues a semi·surface course for a few yards, before sinking again. A few 
yards further downhill is a horziontal slit·like entrance on the west side of the gully (2 1). A bedding crawl 
of c.l0 h. leads to a 3 ft. drop into a cross·rift, to the right choked , to the left dropping to a static su mp, 
apparently of some depth. 

Continuing down the gully, the smali eastern stream, which has remained on the surface from its 
rising near (19). then sinks in a choked sink. A few ya rds away to the north west is an obvious shaft, the 
entrance to -
(22) Uamh an T-Shelf (Shelf Cave) (Fig.9). 

The entrance shaft is c.15 ft. deep and easily climbed down, opening at the base into a roomy 
chamber, with three passages lead ing off. That on the right is an inlet (the eastern stream?). a streamway 
initially 5 ft. high, and rising round two corners to a boulder choke where daylight can be seen. The passage 
straight ahead is a tubular crawl above a rock shelf, dropping after a few feet into a wider bedding passage, 
also reached by the leh passage from the entrance chamber. Th is bedding, passing two low inlets on the 
left, descends gently to a wide pool, which appears to sump completely. 

Total length of this att ractive little cave is c.80 ft. and depth c.20 ft. 
Returning uph ill to the granite/limestone boundary, and then eastwards again, one comes to the 

first of -

Caves in the Eastern Gully 
The first open hole seen is a short d istance to the west of the actual gully head (23), and is a narrow 

descending rih, entry to which would require some digging. At the head of the gully itself, a small stream 
sinks at (24), into a very t ight jagged rift, possibly too tight to be accessible. Following the shallow gully 
downhill, the next open hole is (25). A debris slope drops into a low chamber, where the stream enters from 
a choke. Downstream is a 6 ft. d rop, and then the passage narrows, ending too tight where daylight from 
(26) is visible. Length of th is section of cave is c.35 h. 

At (26) is an obvious shake hole with the impenetrably tight upstream passage connecting with 
(25), and on the opposite side a low entrance (dug out in 1973 by M.S.G.) connecting with a downstream 
passage, of stooping size, continuing for c.SO ft. to a tight hole back to the surface (27 ). 

A few yards further downhill one comes to -
(28) Uam h Pharnassus (Parnassus Cave) (Fig. 9) 

(The name is derived from the woodland plant Grass of Parnassus, which was flowering in profusion 
around the entrance on the occasion o f the first exploration). The cave was dug out and surveyed by M.S.G . 
in August 1973. 

The entrance is an obvious 10 ft. deep open hole, into which the small stream, which resurges a few 
feet away further uphill, drops. A narrow walking-sized passage bends sharp right for 15 ft. to a collapse 
from the su rface, provid ing a second entrance. At this point d igging was necessary, to open up a narrow 
slot in the collapsed bou lders, to give access to the downstream passage. Narrow walking·sized passage 
continues for c.30 ft. to a sharp leh hand bend, where the passage narrows further and some hammering 
was necessary . Beyond this crawling is necessary, for 20 ft. or so, to a 3 ft. waterfall, below which a more 
comfortable sized passage continues for another 30 ft. or SO to a 7 ft. cascade down into a sump. Above 
this cascade, however, a small passage continues horizontally for a few feet, to a narrow descent, opening 
into a sizeable rift chamber, with the stream re·entering from a tiny tube, and faint dayl ight visible c. 30 ft. 
above (this point was not located on the surface due to lack of time). A winding rift passage continues with 
a "lueeze under a wedged boulder and a crawl through a pool , to a sharp left bend. Beyond this the passage 
lowers to a choked bedding, where digging might allow a little further progress, although no enlargement is 
visible. 
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Total length of the cave is c. 195 ft. and depth c.40 ft . 
Continuing downhill from Uamh Pharnassus, after some distance another open hole is found, at 

!29). A narrow rift drops c.lO ft. to a passage to the right, ending in a 'T'-junction with an impassable 
rift. Total passage length is c.30 ft. 

A liltle further downhill again one comes to another opening, (3D), the last in wnich the eastern 
gully stream is seen underground - at a depth of 6 ft. the stream is met, but the passages it flows from and 
into are impassably small. 

A few yards away is the small risi ng near !19), and, as described above, the eastern stream then 
remains on the surface for some distance. possibly finally joining the western stream underground in Uamh 
an T-Shelf. 

Walking on down valley from Ullmh an T·Shelf, the combined streams resurge agam from a low 
sumped rising, and then. after briefly sinking and rising again through impenetrable holes, flow on the 
surface for some distance before sinking into an obvious cave entrance (31). A roomy hands·and-knees crawl 
continues for 25 ft. to a sump, A few yards away the Stream resurges. from an impenetrable rising, and 
flows on the surface to the foot of the woods. 

A thorough investigation of the Coille Gaireallach woods cannot be claimed, and there dOUbtless 
remain further caves to be found in this area. All the caves so far described have been in the main area of 
woodland. Further up the north side of Beinn an Dubhaich is a smaller area of limestone, also supporting 
woodland (the highest woodland on the hillside) . Near the highest point of this are several large shakeholes, 
includi ng -
(32) Poll Ceann A'Choi tie (Wood Top Pot ). 

This is an obvious stream sink. in a steep sided bouldery shakehole about 20 ft. deep, In the base 
of the shakehole a scramble down through boulders and debris leads to a very steeply descending tube, for 
c.20 ft . to a sump pool. Total depth, from the surface, is c.40 ft. 

Uamh an Ard Achadh (High Pasture Cave) (Fig. 10) 
This sytem is quite different , in many ways, from the other caves in the area, The longest cave so 

far found on Skye, it shows at least two stages of passage development, and has the appearance of being of 
greater age than most of the systems around Beinn an Dubha ich. The long, and generally roomy stream 
passage, is much less steeply graded in longitudinal sect ion than most local caves, and is reminiscent of a 
typical "Yorkshire" cave. 

The entrance was dug out, and the cave explored, and surveyed, by U.C. l.S.S. in 1972 who named 
the cave from the rubbish tip at the entrance, and the mount of debris from this scattered down the 
streamway, Tin Can Alley. The name "High Pasture Cave" !suggested by a local farmer, as descriptive of 
the cave's position) has since been adopted , although the original name has been kept for the first section 
of the Stream passage, 

The sizeable stream sink which feeds the cave is in an obvious small valley, running north eastwards. 
The stream sinks beside a 10 ft. deep hole , choked with domestic rubbish. The cave entrance is c.70 ft. 
away to the north east. in a hole surrounded by a low stone wall, against the north side of the dry valley 
which continues from the sink. 

As easy descent through a ruck Ie of boulders and empty spirits bottles leads into the streamway. 
Upstream is an impassably low bedding, but downstream, at first a hand s·and· knees crawl, rapidly enlarges 
to a stooping size passage showing attractive cross sections, and some pleasant formations. A small aven, 
and impassably narrow intet, is passed on the right and the stream passage continues, generally 4-5 ft. 
high, and of similar width, until a junct ion is reached, c.13O ft. from the entrance, On the fight a slope leads 
up into a dry pil$5ilge, with many calcited bones scattered across the floo r. Th is is at first of comfortable 
walking height. but lowers to a bedding and chokes c. 50 ft. from the stream passage. 

Turning left at the junction, the downstream passage continues, c. 10 ft. high, the upper part !which 
is really a continuation of the dry side passage) diverging briefly from the lower to form a short high,level 
ox-bow, for 30 ft. to another junction. 

Straight ahead at this junction, the high-level section of the passage leaves the streamway again 
and continues for 60 ft. at first being of walking size, then, aher a scramble over some boulder, lowering to 
4 ft. high. with a 2 ft, deep static pool. The final section widens to 12 ft. forming a chamber and the passage 
ends in a calcited choke. 

Returning to the junction, the streamway turns sharp right !looking downstream ), and changes 
character to a narrow rift, dropping to a roughly circular chamber containing a 2 ft . deep poo1. An easy 
duck (8 inches airspace) to the left, followed by a few feet of low gravelly bedding crawl, lead into larger 
passage again. The next 50 ft, of passage is mostly of stooping size, with two obvious igneous dykes crossing 
the passage, and generally knee deep water. This section ends in a left hand bend, and another junction. 

To the left here is an impressive rift passage 15 ft . high. rising to a muddy section. and another 
left hand bend, with more attractive calcite decorations, before ending in a calcited boulder choke 60 ft, 
from the junction. 

To the right at the junction, downstream, the passage retains its roomy dimensions (being 
obviously a continuation of the left hand dry passage), to a bouldery chamber after 30 ft. at the head of 
a 10 ft. waterfall. over the igneous dyke, 

This is easily climbed down, and the streamway continues, as a high rift. This in places divides into 
an upper and a lower passage, the upper level sometimes d iverging slightly from the line of the lower, and 
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meandering where the lower does not. The passage widens to a 12 ft. wide and 10 ft. high chamber, some 
90 ft. downstream of the waterfall, and the stream sinks in a low choked passage under the right wall. This 
chamber ends where the passage divides into upper and lower levels again, for 30 ft. or so, reuniting where 
the stream reappears from under the right wall. After a short section of 20 ft . high rift, the upper and lower 
levels diverge again, the upper level here taking the form of a bedding plane, with on the right a small inlet 
from an impassably small tube, the inlet stream cascading down into the lower level of the passage. Beyond 
this point the upper level begins to descend, in relation to the lower (with which it communicates frequently) 
and the passages in general lose height, so that 50 ft. beyond the inlet both levels are hands·and-knees 
crawls, and both with in a vertical range of 6 ft. The two routes rejoin, to allow walking again (although 
here there is still an "up per level" in a way. in the form of a very small roof tube which in places is separate 
from the main passage. 

The passage suddenly ends in the Terminal Chamber. 18 ft. long, 12 ft. wide and 10 ft. high, its far 
wall a solid boulder slope. The stream drops away into a low passage under the left wall, part flowing straight 
Into a small su mp, the remainder into a narrow rift, accessible for 15 ft. as a rather aquatic crawl, to end 
Impassably narrow and boulder choked. 

The final choke can probably be correlated with an extensive collapsed area apparent on the 
surface, and there seems little hope of further extension. The cave stream was fluorescein tested by M.S.G. 
In May 1973 to a rising about Y. mile away from the sink, found by walking down the obVIOUS dry valley, 
posst the collapsed area (where there are more rubbish tips) to where a stream issues from impassably low 
bedding planes on the south side of the valley. Sinks in t he west part of the Coille Gaireallach woods may 
also feed th iS rising. Flow through time was about 8 hours, in moderately wet weather conditions - there 
had been recent rain, but the streams were hardly in spate. 

Total length of the cave is about 1,050 ft . and depth from entrance to sump 42 ft . (from M.S.G. 
Grade 5 survey). 

The development o f the cave poses some interesting problems, and th ree separate stages of passage 
development are tentat ively suggested. Development does seem to have been predominantly vadose, since 
there IS little in the way of what is normally classified as evidence for phreatic actl'/ lty. 
(i) Possibly Pre-Glacial. A streamway existed, now represented by the dry side passages In the section 
of the cave above the 10 ft waterfall, fed by the surface stream sinking at a point lower down the present dry 
valley than the now active sink. The furthest "upstream" point of this old system now accessible is the 
choke in the first side passage on the right, going downstream - this ~ide passage retains a considerable 
amount of fill which might conceivably be of Glacial origin. The next two side passages, on the left. now 
separated by calcited chokes. a-e obviously the same passage, the terminal chokes being shown by the 
survey to be only 10·15 ft. apart. Further downstream, the high level passages are relICS of thiS old streamway, 
gradually descend i ng to merge with the present active passage just before the Terminal Chamber . 
(iiI PossiblY Pre·Glacial, or Inter·Glacial. The present entrance series developed, the sink either being 
In the present poSition, or perhaps where the entrance is now. 

Either during this stage or the next, the lower levels of the Lower Streamway (i.e. below the 10 ft. 
waterfall) developed, possibly during a per iod when the stream was re-actlvated, e.g. by melting ice. following 
a period of quiescence. 
(iiil Possibly Post-Glacial. (There is little evidence for separating postulated stages (ii ) and (i ii) beyond 
the fact that the entrance series does appear to show more development than the streamway between the 
second and third dry side passages above the waterfall). The stream abandoned the section of its former 
route now represented by the second and third dry side passages, developing a new route. I.e. the lower 
section containing the duck . The former route was blocked by a major collapse, represented by the calcited 
chokes. 

One interesting. and confusing, piece of evidence can be seen at the pomt where the second dry 
Side passage joins the streamway - a section of channel developed in the floor of this passage which appears 
to suggest a former stream jOining the present streamway at this point, i.e. flowing southwards along the 
second dry side passage, in the OPPOsite direction to the postulated direct ion of the stream which formed 
thiS passage. However, this feature may be of comparatively recent ongin, formed at a peflod when an inlet 
from the area of the calcited chokes was active (as may still flow in wet conditions). 

A more detailed inspection of this impressive cave may yield further evidence as to Its developmental 
history - at the moment the above theories are put forward merely as suggestions. 

Sma ll CavH East o f tn e Co ille Gairealtacn Area 
The Coille Gaireallach area can be taken as being bounded to the east by a major stream, the Alit 

an I nbhlre, which drains the east side of Beinn an Dubhaich, and has its source in the same upland valley as 
the Alit nan Leac. The woodland area does, however. continue for some distance east of this stream. A brief 
inspection of the Alit an Inbhire (which flows from granite to limestone, and vica·versa, several t imes). 
revealed two small caves. Walking up the stream from the Broadford-Torrin road, and passing a tributary 
on the left which flows through an Impressive limestone gorge, the first cave found is -
Alit an Inbhire Cave 

This is an obvious rising on the left bank, fed by sinks in the stream bed (amongst granite cobbles) 
perhaps 200 yards upstream. The water level at the rising was lowered by d igging, to allow easier entry into 
a low arched passage. After 20 ft. of narrow wet crawl this turned sharp right through a near-duck. and 
15 ft . of further low wet passage to where an impassably small fissure connected back with the streambank. 
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The stream passage went through an acute double bend to the lett here, and this was proba bly too t ight to 
pass, the passage beyond being very narrow, with low airspace - another 10 tt. or so could be seen . Total 
length of accessible passage is 35 tt. 

Continuing upstream, passing various small impenetrable sinks and risings. a narrow entrance is 
found a few feet from the stream, also on the left bank. This is -
Uamh Taobh na H-Aibh ne (Streamside Cavel 

A tight section of rift leads to a left turn into a more roomy slanting rift, ending too low. l ength 
IS around 30 ft. 

The remaining two small caves are beyond the area shown on the map accompanying th is art icle. 
The arrangement of streams east of the Alit an Inbhire observed by the writer does not seem to tally with 
that shown on the 0.5. map - hence there is some difficulty in locating the caves 

A normally dry stream bed runs down to the road a short distance east of the Alit an Inbhire. This 
can be followed upstream from the road almost half a mile. to where the stream slOks in pools in its bed. 
Seyeral hundred yards downstream of this Sink, beside a large static pool. a small hole was found beneath 
the roots of a tree (in the left bank. looking upstream 1 a little digging opened out -
Uamh A'Phuill (Pool Cave) 

The small entrance drops into a passage which drops steeply down beneath the surface stream bed, 
down a muddy slope, into a chamber perhaps 5 ft . wide and 10 ft. long, the floor of which is occupied by a 
pool 2·3 ft. deep, with no apparent exits. and much mud. This peculiar little cave does not, then. appear 
to be connected with any active system, and is c.20 ft. long and 15 ft. deep. 

Returning to the road , and walking further eastward. Le. towards Broadford. a very obyious massiye 
Igneous dyke is seen, descending the grassy hillside, beyond the wooded area. as a prominent ridge, round 
the foot of which the road curves. Strik ing up the hillside a hundred yards or so to the west of this dyke. a 
small choked rising is found (in a small patch of woodland I. If one walks up the open hillside beyond. for 
perhaps two hundred yards, towards the ruined house at Kilchrist. a collapse depression is found, where the 
stream rises and sinks again. This is -
Kilchrist Cave 

At the upstream end of the depression is an obvious (except in summer, when the bracken is high) 
cave entrance, perhaps B ft. Wide and 3 ft. high. This openes into a stooping height passage, bedecked with 
ferns. which after 20 ft. closes down to a short crawl to a total choke. Total length is c.30 ft. The stream 
is fed by a sma It sink which can only be a few feet beyond the choke. which In turn is fed by a small stream 
ming from marshy ground. 

AI the downstream end of the entrance collapse depression a little digging was attempted, but the 
passage seems thoroughly choked. 
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Gazeteer of Caves in the Beinn an Dubhaich Region . 

(;Iva N_ A I r. ~tntlS Grid Raf. AN. G.S.G. 
(Trant . 01 Gllellc bracketed) R,f. No. 

1.1 Alit n;ln LeK V,lIey 
IAI Cafnllt Malag Caye NG 584187 c.l00 It. 
IBI Uamh Sgoe,nne (<:aye 01 KmYeS) NG 581184 c.20011 
ICI 8e,"n an Dubhaich Caye Alit niln Leac Caye NG 589184 c.3OO It . 
10 1 NG 590184 c.3OO It. 
lEi NG 590184 c.325 ft . 
IFI Ui/l mh Craobh Sh,liNcn (W.llowlr" Caw) NG 594184 c.425 h . 
IGI Uamh Sh,l, c (P,t CAye) NG 595184 C.425 h. 

Alii ".n Leec Potholo 
IHI Cillon Uamh (Slant CaY" NG 598183 c.370 It. 
III Uamh Aosda (AnClln! Caw) NG 600 183 c.450 It. 
IJI lJIImh C,"n Ghlinn (Valley Head Caye) NG 601182 c.450 fl 
1<1 lJIImh Cann Mullech (Upper Valiey Head CIlY" NG 604 183 c.51511. 

A'Chlinne 
ILl POll Neach D,·CtlUlmhn,chte (PI! 01 Ihe Forgonlln One) NG 6 16 184 c.625 h. 

'" Come GaireellKh Aree 
CG 1 TWItted Caye NG 599196 c.325 ft. 
CG2/3Poll IlI ron (Hell Holel NO 600197 c.225 ft o 1/2 
CG 4 Poll Eld heann (iyvbush Hole) NG 600 198 c 175 It 02 
CG5 NG 601198 c.125ft 
CGS Uamh Sgolite (SI'I Caw) NG 601198 c. 125 It XI 
CG 7 NO 602197 c.225 II . GI 
CGB Uamh Coole (Caye 01 the Woods) NG 602 197 c. 175 It . G 2/3 

Cheri Rlfl CaYe 
CG. Uitmh an T·$,II (Caye of Ihe Seed ) NO 602197 c.200 h . X 2 

(Caye 01 Ihe Fa,roH) 
Skelelon CaW! 

CGIO NG 602198 c. ISO fl. X3 
CG 11 NG 603198 c.ISO II 
CG 12 NG 603198 c.150ft. 
CO 13 NG 603196 c.215ft. " CO 14 NG 603196 c.2 15 II. 
CG15 NG 603196 c.215ft . J\ 
CG 16 Uamh Slitodach (Awkward Caye) NG 604196 c.3OO II 
CG 17/ 18 NG 605195 c.375 II . < 3 
CO 19120 NG 605195 c.350 II .. 
CG 21 NG 605195 c.325 It. <5 
CG 22 Uamh en T·Sh~1 (Shelf CltYe) NG 605196 c.3OO It. <, 
CO 23 NG 606194 c.475It 
CG 24 NG 606194 c.475 It . 
CG 25 NG 606195 c.450 It , 
CG 26/27 NG 606195 c.425 It 
CG 28 Uamh Parnessu, (Parnnsus Caye) NG 606195 c.400 h. 
CG 29 NG 605195 c.375 h. 
CG 30 NG 605195 c.350 h . 
CG 31 NG 604198 c.l50 It. <B 
CG 32 Poll Ce,nn A'Cholf le (Wood Top Pot ) NG 600194 c.5OO It. 

Ul mh I n Ard Achadh (H,gh Pastu re Caye) NG 594197 c.200 ft, AI 
Tin Can Alie.,. 

Ar .. Ellt of Coille G.irHUKh 
Alit itn Inbhtre Caye NG 610199 c.1S0 It 
lJIImh Taobh na H·Albhne ($lrNmsode Caw) NG 610198 c.175 h. 
Uamh a'l'tIu,1I (Pool CayeJ NG 613200 c,150 It 
K,lchrost Cay, NG 614202 c,175 It 
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Trans. British Cave Research Assoc. Vol. 1. No.2. pp.127-130. April 1974 

NOTE ON THE EXPLORATION OF THE AVENC DE LA PUNTA, MAJORCA 
by J. A. Encinas 

This note gives information about the archaeological exploration of the Avane de La Punta (PoUensa, 
Balearic Islands), where an incineration room and a sanctuary sacred to bUll-worshippers dated from the 
4th-3rd century B.C. were found_ 

The most important objects preserved in this cave are some wooden idols. They represent the bull, 
possibly a god-symbol of the pre· Roma n culture in the Baleari c Islands. 

As a consequence of the intense speleological explorations that have taken place, these past seven 
years in the Balearic Islands, an inventory has been made of the majority of caves considered of 
archaeological interest. These caves contain deposits of the most varied cultural phases. 

In a chasm of the " La Punta" mountain range, speleologists found a sanctuary. or funeral chamber for 
incineration rites, dating from 370 B.C. with wooden bull-like idols. 

Study of the materials has been directed by the archaeologist Damiau Cerdil, who will shortly be 
publishing his findings. A careful investigation was carried out of the environmental conditions of the 
cavern from the time of the deposits to the present, in order that the circumstances favouring preservation 
of the wooden idols in a cave environment might be determined. 

Co-ordination of the archaeological work and other speleological studi es has permitted an analysis in 
depth of the original conditions and the subsequent evolution of the deposit. 
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