






It is not known if any solely cave-dwelling species live in Fiji, but there are reports 
of cave adaptations. Prawns of a new species and genus ( Mes ocaris lauensis ), with modified 
e yestalks and ocular pigment reduced, are recorded from Waqava Island in the Lau Group 
(Edmonson, 1935) White spiders are reported from Volivoli Cave in Viti Levu (Sawyer and 
Andrews, 1901). 

CAVES OF WESTERN AND NORTHERN VITI LEVU AND ADJACENT ISLANDS 

a) Western and Northern Viti Levu. 
There is very little limestone in this area; what there is occurs mostly as thin 

elongate lenses. The patches of limestone southeast of Nadi, of Eocene and possibly Oligocene 
age, are the oldest fossiliferous rocks known in Fiji. Bartholomew (1960) stated that "Caves 
and natural arches occur at a number of localities .... There are a few sink holes in places 
but genera lly these are small; however, there is almost a "classic" example in the limestone 
beside the track leading to Koromba summit". (17 krn southeast of Nadi). Bartholomew's Plate VI 
shows a cave in the maSS of limestone 3 krn southeast of Lolobalavu trigonometrical point (Nadi). 
b) YaSawa Islands. 

There is a well-known cave on Sawa-i-Lau, an island just off the southern coast of 
Yasawa. The cave, which is regularly visited by tourists, can be entered in two ways; from 
the top, by walking around the cliff-face, or by diving through a submerged opening at sea 
level. The light from this opening is visible inside the main chamber. There are some 
"paintings" on the wall which have not been satisfactorily interpre t ed. Derrick (1965) 
reported a legend about a young chief who regularly dived through with food for his illicit 
betrothed, who was hiding inside. 

CAVES OF EASTERN VITI LEVU 

There are some small scattered outcrops of limestone in the area around Wailotua Village 
in Eastern Viti Levu (Fig. 2). The terrain is hilly and densely forested, travel is difficult 
away from the roads. Caves near the villages of Wailotua, Nasau, Drekeniwai, and Nakorowaiwai 
were explored. The more remote limestone outcrops were not visited. In relation to Wailotua 
Village these are situated at: 2 krn west : 15 krn west at Korosuli Village and 9 krn east-north
east. 
a) Nakorowaiwai. 

The area near the abandoned village of Nakorowaiwai is typical jagged and densely forested 
limestone country. It is essential to get a guide. At one point the Waivisa Creek (Fig. 2) 
flows through a large tunnel about 30 m long. A few metres downstream from the tunnel a 
tributary enters Waivisa on the left. This leads after about 100 m to a cave entrance. This 
can be penetrated for about 60 m to the foot of an underground waterfall about 20 m high, with 
sheer walls and a strong draught. Upstream of the tunnel in Waivisa Creek there is a short 
high cave, beyond which the source of the stream is revealed - a circular pool about 20 m in 
diameter surrounded by wooded slopes. 

In the main valley above the pool, there are a number of depressions in the alluvial floor, 
some with small streams flowing along the bottom. East of Korobalavu Peak and near a manganese 
deposit, is an impressive rift in the face of a cliff. At one point access can be gained to 
about 100 m of small cave passage with a small impenetrable stream. Further along the surface, 
a rope is necessary to descend to a chamber. From the chamber a number of holes in the floor 
drop down into a narrow rift with a stream. Possibly the stream is the one emerging in the 
waterfall described earlier, near WaiviS3. 

These are the only caves so far entered, in this area, but the villagers have reported 
many others. 
b) Wailotua. 

The cave entrance (Fig. 4) is situated next to Wailotua Village Number 1, about 15 krn west 
of Korovou (Tailevu) on Kings Road. The villagers will take visitors to the main chamber for 
a charge. The approach is decorated with ginger plants, and there is a path from the main 
entrance to the main chamber. There is a dry mud floor but it is clear that at one time water 
used to flow through these passages . The canyon passage is at a lower level, its height 
varies between 3 m and 15 m. There are some flowstone formations in the entrance passages. 
The footpath leads to the vast main chamber, where fires are sometimes lit in the centre of 
the flat terrace. Below the terrace, which is floored with hard mud, the chamber floor is 
a jumble of large boulders. Beyond the chamber lies the eastern entrance, where a stream flows 
into the cave. 

There are some high level passages leading off the main chamber, but these could not be 
surveyed because the bamboo ladder leading to them was dangerously rotten. The main stream 
flows into a passage in the side of the main chamber, down an exciting series of cascades and 
waterfalls. The deepest is about 6 m, and no ropes are needed by an agile person. The stream 
disappears under the passage wall, and beyond this the passage is dry, though it evidently 
acts as an overflow in flood conditions because there are fresh gravel banks, waterworn rocks, 
and sticks in the roof. The dry passage continues, mostly just sufficiently high and wide to 

'walk through, and opens dramatically into the wall of a large chamber. A mud slope leads down 
to a stream, which disappears under the rock at the far end. It is presumed to re-emerge 
100 m away at the same level, at some springs at the sharp bend in Wailotua Creek (Fig. 2), 
where some water flows through a pile of boulders on the river bank, and cold water can be 
felt welling up from the river bed . There is also part of the lower strearnway accessible, and 
a high level parallel route. 
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There is potential for fur ther exploration in this cave. Surveyed length - about 
1500 m (the longest in Fiji). 
c) Nasau. 

The area of limestone in which Wailotua Cave is formed extends 8 kID eastwards, and 
contains several other caves. Two were visited at Nasau Village (Fig. 3) . These two caves 
(found to be linked inside) appear to be old springs. The water table has dropped below 
the level of the caves, and below the stream bed they face onto (Waimaca means "dry stream") . 
It is clear that water rises considerably in the caves in rainy conditions, but there is no 
stream course in them. The entrance chambers have much guano on the floor . The fluted 
columns around the entrance are impressive. Near the end of the caves, a tight squeeze 
gives access to a Rift Passage, containing many stalactite columns . Length 100 m. 

CAVES OF SOUTH EASTERN VITI LEVU 

Within a 15 kID radius of Suva, the capital of the Fiji Islands, there are a number of 
very small areaS of exposed limestone (Fig. 6) . This is a thin band of reef limestone which 
occurs in the Suva Marl Series. Most of the land in the a rea is either cultivated or built
on. There are caves over 300 m long near Quai a Village , and near Wainibuku Creek, in addition 
to the many smaller caves in the a rea. 
d) Quaia. 
~tream runs onto the Lami limestone about 2 kID north of the cave entrance passing 

through several short shallow caves. It then cuts a deep trench and goes permanently under 
ground (Fig. 5). It is clear that the stream once flowed on the surface, at the level which 
now forms the top of the entrance rift. A 10 m l adder is needed to descend the rift, and 
beyond is a series of poolS and cascades (Plate 1). Shafts of daylight are still visible , 
coming from the surface and casting complex shadows over the sheer walls of the rift. 
Beyond the daylight zone, the stream follows a level meandering rift passage, decorated with 
some calcite formations . Further on, the water is deeper and swimming is necessary. The 
cave ends in a sump with a small muddy chamber above it. The water resurges at a row of small 
springs at the base of the ridge behind Quaia Village (Fig. 5). According to the survey, the 
sump at the end of the cave comes very close to one of the springs. It may be p oss ible to 
create a bottom entrance by digging. The cave, 365 m long, is formed along a fault line. 
e) Other Caves in Lami and Suva. 
1) A small cave occurs on Cave Island Only 15 m long, it zigzags from side to side. 

2) Two small caves occur on the shore at Lami. 
3) There is a small cave off Edinburgh Drive in Suva, near the CWM Hospital. 
4) Nauluvatu; a cave at least 50 m long occurs in the lower part of the village. The 
entrance is used as a rubbish dump, hindering access. The cave contains several large dry 
chambers. 
5) A small cave occurs in the cliffs on the east side of Tamavua River. 
6) There is an underground cavern near Waiqanake Village (Fig. 6). 
f) Kalabo. 

A stream has cut a massive tunnel right through the ridge on which Kalabo Village is 
situated (Fig . 7). It cuts through the whole of this isolated limestone band, for the flat 
roof is marl, and in the lower half of the cave the stream flows through basalt. The passage 
is mostly 5 m wide and 15 m high, for the entire length of 150 m. 
g) Wainibuku Creek Area. 

This limestone area is about 11 kID northeast of Suva (Fig. 6) . The limestone is roughly 
horizontal with a maximum thickness of 25 to 30 m, wedging out to the south, so that it is 
absent on Pritam Singh Road (Fig. 8) . It is exposed in the face of a prominent escarpment, 
in some enclosed depressions in the higher ground, and in flatter areaS further north. It 
is overlain by ma rl (Plate 2) . 

This small karst contains a rich variety of features: sinking streams, several 
distinct types of cave, enclosed depressions, potholes, natural arches, and miniature canyons. 
1) Udit Cave (Fig. 8): Inside the lower, northern, entrance a 6 m climbable cascade leads 
to 100 m of lOW, crawling passage. Beyond this the cave continues as a fine boulder strewn 
tunnel mostly 6 m high and wide to its end in a stalactite grotto. The one junction is not 
easily found - a small stream enters through a low passage at floor level and this can be 
followed up through the base of two climbable potholes and then through a crawl to the sink . 
The total passage length is 790 m. 
2) WainibuKu Cave (Fig. 8): The stream enters the cave after cutting a narrow channel in the 
limestone for one kilometre. Its basin, several square kilometres in extent, probably used 
to drain on the surface, through the col to the east of the top entrance. The initial 75 m 
of stream passage is 2 m wide by 6 m high, with deep water. The cave becomes much larger at 
a junction with a short dry passage, and is inhabited by many bats, cockroaches, and swiftlets . 
The stream continues through a number of pools, in a passage 4 m wide by 15 m high. It 
emerges from the northern entrance into a circular pool. Nearby are the entrances to two 
short dry caves. Below the pool, the stream flows through a miniature canyon, with an arch, 
deep pools, and cascades. This is presumably a former continuation of the cave where the 
roof has collapsed. The length of the cave is 180 m. 
3) Dharam Singh Cave (Fig. 8): The small southern entrance gives access to a large downward 
sloping chamber, 55 m long by 9 m wide and 6 m high, which is crossed by a tiny stream. 
An insignificant hole leads into a horizontal passage, about 3 m high with a flat muddy floor. 
Daylight is reached after 50 m, where the roof has collapsed. Beyond is a large chamber 43 m 
long with a collapse hole in the roof . Length 200 m. 
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CAVES OF SOUTHERN VITI LEVU 

There is very little exposed limestone in the southern coastal a rea of Viti Levu , 
between Sigatoka and the Suva area (r ig. 1). The 45 m long Matalima Cave occurs in a 
thin limestone lens near Nabukelevu Village, 12 km north of the Queens Road . Small c aves 
in vOlcanic rock are reported ne a r Rukua Vill a ge on the west coast of Beqa Island, and on 
Yanuca Isl a nd 10 km west of Beqa . Vatulele Island is a lmost entirely limestone. There a re 
several caves near the northern tip of the iSland, north,,,est of Ekubu Village. These conta in 
chambers with pools of brackish water, evidently connected with the sea, a nd inhabited by 
red prawns . 
a) Sigatoka River Valley . 

There are several limestone outcrops in the Sigatoka River Valley (Fig. 1). The 
valley is cha r a cterised by rolling hills, with natural grasslands, and cultiva ted areas 
with ma ny v ill ages . The limestone outcrops are densely forested, with cliffs cut by old 
river meanders (Plate 3) . The l a rgest maSS of limestone in the islands, 6~ km long and 
1~ km wide, is ne a r Toga Village. There is a smal l resurgence cave in the cliff opposite 
Toga Vill a ge . Two kilometres to the west. A small stream emerges from a low a rche d entrance 
in the cliffs behind Sautabu Village. Beyond is a chamber about 350 m long and 30 m wide, 
with side passages le ading o ff a t. a higher level. (Watling a nd Pernetta, 1977). 

Thirteen kilometres up the Sigatoka Valley Road from Toga Village , a small limestone 
ou tcrop nea r Tuvu Vill age . This is a densely vegetated area of j agged pinnacles and rock 
depressions. There a re a few sma ll c aves in the low cliffs facing the roa d. One conta ins 
a pile of huma n skulls . 

Clunie has de s cribed Malua Cave , 2 . 5 km southeast of Saweni Village. It consists 
of two chambers in a limestone outcrop , and is of great histor i c and archaeological interest. 
b) S aweni. 

Saweni Cave (Fig. 9) is formed in a n isolated b a nd of limestone which encircles Ta lema lawe 
Pe a k, a nd contains other c aves. The two bottom entrances a re across the river, and about one 
kilometre from the village . The c ave consists of an upper and a lower series of pass a ges, 
which emerge a t a common entra nce higher up the hillside . The present strea m, which is only 
a trickle in dry weather, has inva ded the existing cave and cut the lower level pa ssages much 
more recently. The ch ambers a re impressive in size, but there a re few formations in the cave 
except some wa ll moonmilk . There a re considerable deposits of guano throughout the length of 
the c ave. Archaeological exca v a tions prove that the cave was used by man for hundreds of years, 
possibly as a centre for making shell orna ments. There are sever a l buri a ls in the cave floor . 
White-rumped swiftlets breed and roost in the c ave , a s do Long T a iled Fruit Ba ts and Shea th 
Ta iled Ba ts. Ba rn Owls (Tyto alba) a re often seen there, a s they prey on the swiftlets and 
f r uit bats. Surveyed length of S aweni Cave is 420 m. 

CAVES OF SOUTHWEST VITI LEVU 

Limestone of the Thuva Sedimentary Group stretches irregul a rly a long the coastal hills 
between Sigatoka a nd Natado l a Ha rbour (Fig. 1). Sink-holes a re common but how many of these 
a re drained by negoti able c aves is not known. Some sink holes a re usu a lly l a kes and therefore 
v ery poorlydra ined . Small caves occur a t severa l l ocations . Natuata Cave, which is used as 
a buria l cha mber, is nea r Naevuevu Vill a ge, 8 km west of Sig a toka by roa d. There are severa l 
small caves on the coast to the southeast of Na t a dol a Ha rbour: Cikeci Cave is an active 
sink in wet wea ther, s ituated a bout 80 0 m from Sanasan a Vill age. Further a long the Queens 
Roa d ne a r Tau Vill a ge, a bout 40 km from Siga toka , there a re severa l c aves in a limestone qua rry . 
a) Voli VolL 

• The entrance to Volivoli Cave (Fig . 10) is in the floor of a dry valley nea r the 
escarpme nt over lookin g Volivoli Vil l age , 2 km southwest of Siga toka . A strea m clea rl y flows 
through this c ave in wet wea ther, a nd through most of the c ave it has cut a channel about 
~ m wide with a f loor of angul a r blocks . The ma in pa ss age is small in pl aces , b ut opens 
into l a rge chambers with extensiv e mu d deposits . The c ave may c ontinue beyond the l ow pebbly 
crawl , which ma rks the end of the survey. There a r e unconfirmed re ports of a bottom e ntr ance 
a lthough wa ter evidentl y b acks u p consider ably in the chambe r b e fore the crawlway, s uggest ing 
constrictions further on. Surveyed length 19 5 m. 

LAVA CAVES OF TAVEUN I ISLAND 

Almost the whole iSl and h as experienced recent vOlcanic activity and most of it is 
cove red by l ava flows , with ma n y cinder cones, one of which is known to h ave erupted only 
about 2000 yea rs a go . Most of the known l av a tubes a re in the coconut plantations a t the 
southern end of the isl a nd (Fi g . 12) ; but there may be more in the uninhabited r a in forest 
a l o ng the south - e astern side of the iSl and. 
a) Sali a levu . 

The cave e~trance , a 5 m deep colla pse hole, is a bout 30 minutes wa lk f rom Salialevu 
Vill age (Fig . 11). It is possible to wa l k a ll the way through the cave to the upper entrance, 
a pa r t from o ne aW kw a rd pool, and c limbs up some of the l ava f a llS. The sma ll stream h as 
inva ded the c ave onl y rel a tively recer.tly , an d has had ve r y little e r osive effect on the 
origina l l ava formations . Mud a nd grave l deposits obscure them in some pl aces . Most of the 
wall s a re very smooth , but where the f loor is unaffected by the strea m it i s commonly very 
rough a nd sha rp, es pecially at the lava fal lS. The re a re l ava terr a ces in the passa ge wal l S , 
and in some pl a ces a f a lse floor divides the l ava tube . Downstream of the main entr ance , 
there a re deep deposits of soft a nd putrid-smelling mud. I t is probable that the passage i s 
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filled with mud or water beyond this point. Bats are only found close to the tunnel 
entrances, and small eels live in the stream. Most of this 920 m long cave could easily 
be developed as a tourist attraction. The estimated slope of the cave is 100 • 

b) Waimaqere. 
Both of the lava caves at Waimaqere are in the coconut plantation, about 30 minutes 

walk from the village. Cave Number 1 (Fig. 13) needs a 6 m ladder to enter the collapse 
hole entrance. The surveyed length is about 330 m, with another 100 m unsurveyed. Cave 
Number 2 has a constant slope of about 80 downwards from the walk-in entrance. It is a 
single lava tube, mostly 6 m high and 3 to 9 m wide, for the surveyed length of 180 m. 
Plant roots hang from the roof in places. 

There are only a few drips of water entering these caves, so the lava formations are 
better preserved than in Salialevu Cave. These include lava falls, deep channelS in 
the rough clinkery floor (Plate 4) which sometimes meet and join at junctions. lava 
terraces and false floors and ropy lava. Much of the rock is very rough and sharp. 
In some places there are small browniSh coloured straw stalactites; in others, a grey
white deposit on the roof. 
c) Sogulu. 

The two collapse hole entrances to Soqulu Cave are a 30 minute walk uphill from the 
Soqulu Estate House, 12 km northeast of Waimaqere. The cave is a single lava tube with a 
floor of mud and boulders, and contains few interesting formations. The humped top of the 
lava flow it follows can be clearly seen on the surface. Like other lava tubes, it does 
not dip far below the surface, and roots can be seen in several places. There are piles 
of bones in the lower part of the cave. The estimated length of the cave is 165 m. 
d) Other Locations. 

Many smaller and less interesting lava tunnels have been found in southern Taveuni. 
One which may be long but has not been explored is Qara Tabu. This cave really is tabu; 
Gilbert waS forbidden by the Tui Vuna to enter the cave. There are also practical 
difficulties; the entrance, near the South Cape, is at sea level in a cliff face and can 
only be entered by boat in good conditions. 

Caves have been noted near the villages Qarawalu ("eight caves") and Tubakau (Fig.12). 
A cave with two chambers and passages leading off is reported near the end of the Vuna Road, 
about 1 km from the South Cape. It is best known locally as the cave down which an Indian 
was once thrown . 

CAVES OF THE LAU GROUP OF ISLANDS 

There is a greater area of limestone in these scattered islands than in the whole of 
the rest of Fiji (Fig. 1). Of the 36 largest islands, 15 are wholly limestone, four are 
solely volcanic, and 17 of composite nature. The limestone islands are quite distinctive 
in appearance. They often have cliffs undercut at sea level; the higher areas are covered 
in rocky pinnacles and depressions, entwined with tree roots; sometimes there is a central 
depression, draining underground to the coast. Much of the following information is 
obtained from Ladd and HOffmeister's (1945) article, which also contains maps showing the 
locations of many caves. The islands are described from north to south. 
a ) Vanua Balavu Island. 

Caves occur in the limestone iSlets at the northern end of Vanua Balavu, near Qilaqila. 
One islet is merely a hollow limestone shell containing a large chamber, 22 m high and 1 m 
deep in sea water (Sawyer and Andrews, 1901). 
b) Mago Island. 

. There are many caves in the limestone rim of Mago Island (Sawyer and Andrews, 1901). 
To the northeast, there is an entrance in a large cliff face, 60 m above sea level. This 
leads to several well decorated chambers, 3 to 12 m long. Another cave in this area has 
a 35 m deep entrance shaft, connected by a series of large chambers, to a bottom entrance 
at the base of a cliff. To the north, a large shaft 35 m deep, joins a tortuous underground 
passage about 700 m long, which drains to the sea. In the northwest of the island, a small 
cave entrance gives access to a well decorated chamber, 30 m square and 10 m high. Several 
passages lead off: one is 300 m long with side passages (Sawyer and Andrews, 1901). 
c) Lakeba Island . 

The well known cave on Lakeba Island is near Nasaqalau, west of the airstrip. The cave 
passage is about 450 m long, 5 m wide and 15 m high. It has stalactites hanging from the 
roof, and a small stream in the flat mud floor. The first entrance is in the side of a 
wooded bluff, and the cave itself describes a rough arc through the limestone masS, to 
emerge at the second entrance (Derrick, 1965; Sawyer and Andrews, 1901). 
d) Other Islands in the Lau Group. 

Caves have been reported in other islands in the Lau Group. These are: Tuvuca 
(Rodda, 1981), Cicia,which is similar to Mago Island (Sawyer and Andrews, 1901), Vanua Vatu, 
Namuka - i -Lau, Yagasa (Sawyer and Andrews, 1901), Waqava (Ladd and Hoffmeister, 1945) and 
Fu1aga. 

CAVES OF OTHER ISLANDS IN FIJI 

a) Vanua Levu Island. 
Vanua Levu is the second largest island in the Fiji Group, but there is hardly any 

limestone, and most of the rock is of older volcanic origin. Small caves occur in coralline 
limestone outcrops in the Labasa area (Ibbotson, 1969). 
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b) Rotuma Island. 
. Rotuma, about 650 kID to the north of Suva, is a young volcanic island and several lava 

tunnels are known to exist (Rodda, in Gilber t 1975) 
c) Kadavu Islands. 

. The Kadavu Is l ands are mainly volcanic in oriqin, with very little limestone . A few 
small caves have been reported (Rodda , in Gilbert 1975). 
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